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• Late 1910- early 1920, sought to 
release the imagination of  the 
subconscious mind
• Intellectual and political movement 
that involved psychological theories 
and dream studies of  Sigmund 
Freud
Andre	Breton	Manifesto	of	Surrealism	
“Art Movement in a revolution against 
a society ruled by rational thought, 
the surrealist tapped into the “superior 
reality” of  the subconscious”
The	surrealist	broke	 taboos	and	shocked	viewers.	
Ending	WWI	and	looming	WWII.	
Salvador	Dali	the	persistence	of	memory,	1931	oil	on	canvas.	Surrealist	exploration		landscape	
of	human	psyche	and	dreams.
The	empty	space	human	allegory	where	time	has	ended.	
Max	Ernst	1924.	Two	Children	Are	Threatened	By	A	nightingale
Oil	on	wood	construction
Rene	Magritte,	1928-29,	the	treachery	of	images.	This	is	not	a	pipe.	
Dreamlike	association	of	image	and	meaning.	Goal	of	piece	is	to	subvert	 the	viewers	reality	of	
expectation	and	common	sense.	The	viewers	reliance	of	what	is	real	and	not.	The	conscious	
and	the	rational.
Surrealist	sculpture	by	Man	Ray	
